The Spastics Society 


Anniversary 1977, 


THE Spastics Society’s 
highly successful Silver 


jubilee Appeal is now 
a major award winner. 


It took the Charity 
award in the British 
Direct. Mail Marketing 
Association presenta- 
tions. in October, A 
cup was received by 
the Director of The 
Spastics Society, Mr 
James Loring. 

The appeal also won 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


a certificate of merit 
for its attractive and 
imaginative envelope. 

The awards _ were 
receyved« .at*."a') Direct 
Marketing Day. organised 
by the BDMMA. at the 
Cafe Royal in London’s 
Regent Street. 

Said Mr Peter Jordan, 
the -Society’s Head of 
Appeals Projects, “The 
Society was faced with the 
problem of raising funds to 
commemorate its Silver 
Jubilee, in the same year 


REFLECTED in a mirror, Wendy Mulligan, aged seven, 
shows physiotherapist Mrs B. Paton and visitors at the 
new school that these boots are made for walking! 


Riding 
at the 
Palace 


IT was a royal day out 
for dozens of disabled 
horse riders who took part 
in the National Spastics 
Gymkhana at Buckingham 
Palace on October 25. 

With Horse of the Year 
Show fever still pulsing 
through their veins, disabled 
riders from all. over England 
put their ponies through their 
paces: 

It was the second year in 
succession that the Queen had 
given permission for | the 
Royal Riding School to be 
used for the event, which is 
Sponsored by The Spastics 
Society. 


Dr MacKeith 


AS Spastics News was going 


to press the sad news was 
received of the death of Dr 
Ronald MacKeith, 69, Direc- 


tor of The Spastics Society’s 
Medical Education and Infor- 
Mation Unit, and senior editor 
of its medical publication, 
Developmental Medicine and 
Child Neurology. There will 
be a full obituary next month. 


Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 


UNDETERRED by a stream of visitors to the class- 
room, Susan Judge concentrates on her lessons, while in 
the background Headmistress Mrs Pamela Anderson talks 
to one of the guests at the open day. 


chool life at our 
H@ namesake 


THREE pictures showing activities at the new Park 
Crescent School for handicapped children at High 


The £94,000 school 


was built by The Spastics Society and handed over 
in October to the local education authority, but 
its name will be a continuing reminder of the 


Society’s role in its foundation. 


Park Crescent in 


London is where the Society has its headquarters. 
More about Park Crescent School on page 5. 


Mood of confidence 
at Society s AGM 


NEWS of increased 
income, and the announce- 
ment of the major cam- 
paign with the slogan ‘Save 
a baby from being born 
spastic, contributed to the 
mood of confidence and 
enthusiasm for the future, 
so evident at The Spastics 
Society's AGM at the 
Royal College of Surgeons, 
London, on Gctober 15. 
There was disappointment 
that the Society’s Patron, the 
Duchess of Kent, was unable 
to be present, due to the 
recent loss of the baby she 
was expecting. Delegates 
were touched by the warm 


letter from the Duchess wish- 
ing them a happy and success- 
ful meeting. 

The majority of: the hun- 
dreds of people who came to 
London from all over the 
country—it was almost cer 
tainly a record attendance-— 
would agree _ that the 
Duchess’s wish was fulfilled. 
The mood of optimism was 
helped by the news that the 
Society had reduced last year’s 
deficit of £4 million to £64,000. 


@ Turn to Pages 3 and 4 for 
our AGM report, and to the 
back page for a frank view 
from 11 delegates who were 
asked ‘What did you think of 
the AGM?’ 


‘The 
Spastics 
Society 
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Double success for Jubilee Appeal 


as the Royal Silver Jubilee. 
In some quarters the view 


was expressed that the 
latter might have an 
adverse effect- on the 
Society’s fund-raising 


efforts. How could we meet 
this challenge and turn it 
to our advantage? ' 

‘We knew the Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee, launched by HRE_ the 
Prince of Wales; was to sup- 
port enterprises to-give young 
PICTURE: Mr _ Loring, 
right, receives the trophy 
from top ad-man David 
Ogilvie. 


people encoutagement and 
opportunity to help others. We 
therefore decided to identify 
the Society with the _youth 
aspect of this theme by appeal- 
ing for funds to provide a 
further education centre. for 
young people == Beaumont 


College. ‘ 

‘The ideal vehicle for 
launching the mailing shot 
was the first day of issue 


stamp being issued on May 11 
to commemorate the year of 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 

_ “The first requirement was to 
produce an attractive design 


Cont. on Page 2 


INFANTS’ teacher Mrs Evelyn Bradley encourages 
Thomas Davies, aged seven, to hold a pencil correctly. 
The Park Crescent children happily demonstrated their 


skills at the open day. 


Seminar 
on ‘vast 
subject’ 


NEXT year’s International 
Cerebral - Palsy | Society 
Seminar at University 
College, Oxford, will deal 
with the problems of 
mental handicap. 

Mrs Anita Loring, the 
Seminar Director, points out 
that at least 50. per cent of 
cerebral palsied people have 
some degree of mental handi- 
cap. In the case of 25 per cent, 
this is severe. 

She told Spasties News that 
because the subject was so 
vast, the seminar would con- 
centrate on four main areas, 
to allow full discussion. These 
are national planning, legisla- 


‘tion and development of ser- 


vices; education and learuing 
difficulties; alternative forms of 
living and work for adults; 
and families, fostering, adop- 
tion and self help. 

The seminar is to be held 
from April 5 to 9 1978. Up 
to 120 people can attend and 
the cost per delegate is £60, 

Anyone wishing to attend 
should .contact Mrs Loring at 
the International Cerebral 
Palsy Society, Sa Netherhall 
Gardens, London NW3. 5RN., 


Our competitors are 


making circles ,. 


<f 


ax 


BONN NIAS - 


They've no option, because 


the Newton Queensway is 
the only chair to rotate on 


its own axis, either way, 
giving complete 
manoeuvrability — 
smoothly. And there's a 


Be 


built-in battery charger with 


an automatic cut-off plus 


many other advanced 
features. Even the seat 
height is adjustable 
making it ideal for 
kitchen and office use. 
Telephone or write now 


for your Queensway free 


home demonstration 


and out-turn.all others. Just another Newton first! 


Personal Loan facilities available. 


NAL 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


(Dept) N17/SN) FREEPOST 5, 
London WIE 4QZ Telephone: 01-637 5962) 


SN Novlé 


When only the best will do - go Newton. 


HINA SORT a 
2 SPASTICS NEWS 


Jubilee 
appeal 


Cont. from Page L 


to awaken interest at the 
primary point of sale — the 
envelope. 

‘This was achieved. by 
acquiring the Royal Silver 
Jubilee logo and placing along- 
side it a similar design com- 
memorating the Society’s Silver 
Jubilee. By doing this we at 
once identified this — society 
with the Queen’s Jubilee firmly 
in the minds of our sup- 

rters. 

‘The joint logo was further 
extended to the second point 
of sale, the appeal letter. The 
recipient was reminded once 
again of the joint jubilees in 
the opening paragraph of the 
letter. 

‘So successful was the appeal 
that £236,000 has already been 
raised this year. Over seven 
years, the period for which 
deeds of covenants are nor- 
mally taken out, it is expected 
that the appeal will bring in 
£331,000.’ 

Other areas of the Society’s 
fund raising machinery have 
shown a mixed reaction to the 
Royal Jubilee Appeal. Takings 
from boxes and beacons are 
up on last year. However 
local appeals seem to have 
been hit. 

‘Clearly the Jubilee appeal 
has meant that fund raising 
effort has had to be spread 
more thinly,’ said Mr Alan 
Downes, Head of Local 
Appeals. 

‘For example we rely to 
quite a large extent on schools 
to carry out sponsored walks 
and other fund raising efforts. 
I know for a fact that many 
schools have been unable to 
help the Society, because they 
are tied up with the Jubilee.’ 

Mr Downes said he thought 
local appeals, and local group 
appeals had probably been 
hit harder thnn other areas of 
fund raising. 
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WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 
The penguins, swans 


dolphins, and bears 


THERE are many swimming clubs for the disabled in 
South Wales, such as the Bedwas Penguins, Caldicot 
Swans, Cardiff Whales, Gwent Dolphins, Islwyn King- 
fishers and the Rhondda Polar Bears. 


Competition’ in any swim- 
ming gala is naturally intense 
and we are proud to tell you 
of the successes of Jimmy 
Howells and Louise Gammon, 
both spastics and _ both 
employed at the Cwmbran 
Work Centre, Gwent. 


Swimming for the Gwent 
Dolphins, Jimmy Howells won 
a cup and gold medal in the 
men’s 100. metre final, and 
Louise Gammon a cup and 
gold medal in the ladies’ 100 
metre final. 


The gala was organised by 
the Association of Swimming 
Therapy, at the Pontypool 
Leisure Centre. 


Geraldine s 
progress 


NOT to be outdone by Jimmy 
and Louise in Gwent, Geral- 
dine Evans is pictured, right, 
heiding the shield for the 
Most Progressive Swimmer of 
the Year in the Cardiff 
Whales swimming club. Her’s 
is the first’ girls name to 
appear on the trophy. 
Geraldine also won a gold 
medal for a 100 metre swim. 
The Cardiff Whales meet 
every Sunday at the National 
Sports Centre, Cardiff, between 


a 


5 and 6 pm and all disabled 
people are welcome, providing 
they have a doctor’s certificate 
permitting them to swim. 


Alison and Co 


ENTERPRISING - youngsters 
from the Aberthaw Circle, 
Newport; Joanne Reardon, 
Corinna Thomas, Susan Phil- 
lips, Alison Taylor Williams, 
Helen Griffiths, Ruth Taylor 
Williams and Stephen Chard 
gave a concert in aid of the 
Monmouthshire group. 

The seven had spent a long 
time rehearsing for the show 
and their reward came when 
they raised £5. The show was 
the idea of 11-year-old Alison 
Williams, grand-daughter of 
Mrs Clarrie Williams, chair- 
man of the Monmouthshire 
group and member of the 
Society’s Executive Council. 


£8 a head 


FLAG davs are traditionally 
very hard *~work on _ the 
organisers and sellers, but hard 
work brings its-reward, and at 
the Colwyn Bay flag day 40 
collectors raised £320. This is 
over £8 a head and indicates 
the amount of planning, en- 
thusiasm and effort that they 
put into their day’s work. 


To Meyra Rehab (U.K.) Ltd., Unit 4, Copheap Lane, 
Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL. Tel. Warminster 215122. 


Please send me your Bathlifter brochure 


Using all of over 40 years 
experience in helping the dis- 
abled, Meyra have designed a - 
bath lifter that makes bathing a 
simple independant and 
relaxing experience. 

If you can turn a handle, 
you can have a bath. It’s as 
simple as that. Even if you 

- can't, it will take all the hard — 
work out of assisting 
you in and out of the 
bath. 

Simple operation _ 

Just one handle 
for right or left hand 
use that holds the seat 
jn any position you 
choose. 


Name 


Address 


Tel: 


Easy installation 

It simply fits onto any rigid 
sided bath and clamps tight. 
It’s fully portable. 
Space saving 

It will fit confined areas 
which are often too small for 
many lifters. 
Comfort & quality 

The anatomically designed 
seat and all other parts are 
fully water and corrosion proof. 
Our brochure tells the 
whole story. Send for it 
to-day. 


We enjoy assisting 
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Society's 


on in Portugal 


I WAS in The Spastics 
Society delegation attend- 
ing the seminar on sport 
and leisure for disabled 
people in Lisbon, Portugal, 
and my particular con- 
tribution was in organising 
and running the sailing 
section. 

In lovely surroundings at a 
little village outside Estoril we 
sailed for three days and over 
230 people were introduced to 
the sport, the great majority 
of them severely handicapped 
Portuguese and British dele- 
gates. We were able to 
demonstrate the Society’s ‘Sail- 
safe’ seat to the Portuguese 
Government, which was so 
impressed that it purchased the 
Society’s ‘Wayfarer’ fitted with 
the seat, and the boat is to 
remain in Lisbon. 
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‘s age 4 
Disability — 
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Conference 


THE Disability Alliance ig 
holding a conference on Fri- 7 
day, November 11, at Imperial” 
College in London. Topic for 
the morning session is ‘Joint — 
Funding Schemes—what ar 
they?’ Speakers inchude Mr 
C. Graham, assistant secretary, 
Regional and Central Planning _ 
Division, Department = of _ 
Health and Social Security; 
Mr W..J. Price, director of 
Islington’s Social Services; Ms 
Alison Werhiemer of MIND 
(National. Association for 
Mental Health). = 

The afternoon session on — 
‘Financing Disability’ will con- — 
sist of talks by Ms Hilary - 


BSE OREL TLL: 


Land, Department of Social 
Administration and Social = | 
Work; Ms Jo Richardson, 
Labour MP for Barking; and 
Peter Townsend, Professor of Ee 
Sociology, University © of —— 
Essex, who is Chairman of the 
Disability Alliance. , 
Further details from: The - 
Organiser, Disability Alliance, — 
5 Netherhall Gardens, Lon- — 


boat sails 


Most of the people taken 
out in the boat had never 
sailed before and the enjoy- 
ment and thrill that the 
experience gave them had to 


be seen to be believed. One don NWS. 

particular man remains in my : 

memory, probably because ——— 
before his accident, which 


made him a paraplegic with 
very weak arms, he had raced 
sailing dinghies as [I did. 
George did not believe that he 
could ever sai] again, and the 
trip in the boat—at the helm 
again for the first time since 
his accident—has increased the 
horizons of his life quite 
dramatically. He now knows 
that if he wishes, he can still 
sail, albeit in a_ specially 
adapted boat. 

It was a great privilege for 
me to work and sail with the 
disabled people of Portugal. 


Dolly mixture 


A RARE and fascinating cole 
lection of dolls, and model 
gipsy caravans, each worth — 
over £1,000, went on show at © 
the De La Warr Pavilion, — 
Bexhill, and raised £165 for — 
The Spastics Society. : 

The idea for the exhibition 
came from Mrs J. Tolmie. who 
runs the Bexhill Spastics Shop 
and her husband. Together 
they amassed the dolls collec- 
tion, loaned by one of Mrs 
Tolmie’s customers. aS 


Smith 


j. S. SMITH 


J. S. Smith’s high seat chairs have been 
designed and developed for the elderly and 
infirm. Manufactured from kiln dried timber 
and selected materials, they have. y 
successfully withstood the test of time. 


Rising from the chairs is made easy as the 
seats are above normal height and 
incorporate easy to grip wooden arms. In 
addition the backs of the chairs are shaped 
to give excellent lumbar support. Superfoam 
cushions are standard but latex can be 
supplied on request. Flame retardent Ambla 
in a variety of colours and soft moquettes 
are the normal covers. _ 


J. S. Smith have supplied these chairs for 
many years to Hospital Geriatric Wards and 
Social Services throughout the country, and 
recommend their after sales service 

with confidence. 


As we are always in constant research for improvement, we 


therefore reserve the right to modify specifications at our discretion, 
All dimensions are nominal, 


Eaton Avenue, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP12 3BT 
Tel: (0494) 24541/2 
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THERE are no changes 
‘at the top’ as the result 
of the Society’s AGM. The 
four Honorary Officers — 
the Chairman, two Vice- 
Chairmen, and. the Trea- 
surer ——~ where re-elected 
by the Executive Council 
for another year. 

The Society’s Chairman, Mr 
Dorrien Belson, has held the 
office since November 1973. 
He is the parent of a spastic 
son and first became actively 
concerned with the voluntary 
movement to aid spastic people 
through his wife’s efforts to 


start a local group in Bath, 
Somerset, now the thriving: 
Bath and District Spastics 
Society. 


When he moved from Bath 
to his present home at Henley- 
on-Thames, he became deeply 
involved with the work of the 
national Society. He was first 
a committee member, and then 
an Executive Council member 
and Honorary Treasurer before 
taking over as, Chairman. 


_. The vice-chairmen are Mrs 
Joyce Smith and Mr Alex 
Moira. Mrs Smith has been a 
member of the Society’s Execu- 
tive Council since 1971 and a 
vice-chairman since 1974. She 
is also chairman of the Salis- 
bury and District: Spastics 
Society, and chairman of the 
West Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee. , _ 

Mr Moira, a_ well-known 
architect, was one of the four 
founder members of _ the 
Society in 1952, and has been 

a member of its executive body 
ever since. During his 25 years 
of voluntary service to the 
handicapped, he has served on 
most of the Society’s decision- 
making committees, and today 
holds many important positions 
within the Society and organ- 
isations connected with it. 

Mr Moira has. a_ spastic 
daughter and lives in Dorset. 

Mr Jorwerth Thomas, the 
Hon Treasurer, is a Warrington 
civil engineer, and has been a 
member of The Spastics 
Society’s Executive Council for 
seven years. He is the parent of 
a spastic, and has been chair- 
man of Urmston and District 
Spastics Society for 13 years. 
He-is also a past chairman of 
the North West Regional Com- 
mittee; © 2" 
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ALL 15 members of the Executive Coun- 
cil of The Spastics Society are photo- 
graphed together at their special meeting 
to elect the Honorary Officers after the 
AGM. They gathered in a lecture room 
at.the Royal College of Surgeons of Lon- 
don, hence the serried ranks of seats and 
the almost schoolmaster-like pose of the 
_ Society’s Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson. 
who had just been re-elected for another 


year. 


Council members in the back row are: 
Dr G. F. Scrimshaw, Mr I. M. Thomas, 
the Society’s Hon Treasurer; Mrs Eileen 
Milnes, who was attending her first Execu- 
tive Council meeting after successfully 
standing as a candidate at the AGM; Mr 
a Vice-Chairman of the 


Alex Moira, 


Society: Mr P. Rigby, Mr William Burn, 
Mr A. Wright. 

In the second row are: Mr D, G. L. 
Bean, Mr H. G. Chappell; Mr Ian Daw- 
son Shepherd, Mrs Joyce Smith, a Vice- 
Chairman; Mrs C. E. Williams, and Dr 
Millicent Regan. Seated in the front row 
is Mr D. J. Ashcroft. 

Members of the Executive Council are 
democratically elected for a three-year 
term. Together they constitute the 
Society’s ultimate policy-making body 
which means devoting long hours of work 
to the organisation’s affairs. But it is one 
of the strengths of the Society that while 
the work is arduous and entirely voluntary, 
there is no shortage of candidates for the 
Executive Council vacancies. 


AGM guest speaker Lord 
Godman has no . doubts 
about the need for volun- 
tary organisations. He told 
delegates to the meeting 


that without charities 
many unfortunate people 
would be ‘neglected and 
deprived, and volunteers 
would always play an 
important part -in_ the 
country’s social work. 

‘The voluntary worker 
fills a need, which if it was 
not filled, would. leave us 
with a. much poorer 
society,’ he said. 

High praise from the man 
who was chairman of ‘the 
independent committee which 
inquired into charity law and 


Democracy rules in A 


ee LES ce 


voluntary organisations, and 
therefore’ knows more about 
the-charitable movement than 
most public figures in Britain. 

Charities. must continue, 
said Lord Goodman,: because 
they would always be needed. 

However widespread the net 
of State welfare, govern- 
ments could never fulfil all 
human needs. “The work you 
are doing is allaying the con- 
science of all of. us,’ he told’. 
the meeting. ‘The responsi- | 
bility that we all bear is on 
your shoulders.’ 

The  Spastics Society, he: 
said, impresesd him as being 
‘well conducted and humane,’ ’ 
and it was clear” that. the 
people running the organisa- 
tion are ‘desperately con- 
cerned that the best possible 
use is made of resources.’ 


handicap. 


it) was 


en there is no cure we must. 
e for prevention of handicap’ 


AGM: Chairman 

calls for all-out 

effort on ‘save 
a baby’ campaign = 


THE Spastics Society’s nationwide Prevention. 
Campaign during 1978 with its title, ‘Save a baby 
from being born spastic,’ had the ultimate hope 


that one day cerebral palsy may become a thing 
of the past. So said the Society’s Chairman, Mr 
Dorrien Belson, when he appealed to delegates 


attending the AGM to give their wholehearted. 
support to the campaign — the most important 


in the Society’s history. 
‘Prevention is better 
than cure, he_ said. 


‘But. although much 
can be done for the 
cerebral palsied, there 
is no cure; so let us 
see what positive steps 
can be taken. to pre- 
vent it occurring at 
atl 

The nee? had spent 


LORD Goodman said he hoped the Society would gain 
full support for its new campaign on prevention of 


THE. hundreds of ‘dele- 
gates who attend the AGM 
always have ample oppor- 
tunity to question Honor- 
ary Officers and leading 
executives on any aspect of 
the Society’s work, and the 
frank sessions are both 
lively and informative. ; | 
This year delegates 
could either submit written 
questions, fire them from 
the floor during the discus- 
sion period at the meeting, 
or talk informally with 
senior members of staff 
about the activities for 
which they are responsible. 
an example of 
democracy in action. 


more than £5 million over 
the years on various forms 
of research, said Mr 
Belson. It had been shown 
that at least 40 per cent of 
cases of cerebral palsy 
could be prevented if all 
current knowledge 
applied. ‘This is a. start, 
but don’t let us imagine 
that this is any sort of a 
breakthrough—it is far too 


early to use such terms, as 


there is a very long way 
to go-yet.’ 


Research 


That was why the Society 
would mount its Prevention 
Campaign with the main 
objectives of creating public 
awareness of the urgent need 
for more concentrated 
research, into... congenital 
handicap generally -and 
cerebral palsy in particular; to 


-.ensure the application of cur- 


rent knowledge, and to raise 
money to — finance 
research. 

‘One of the major reasons 
for launching this campaign is 
that it makes sound economic 
sense. With continuing infla- 
tion and rapidly rising costs 
of looking after those in our 
care, it is becoming more and 
more difficult to maintain the 
standards to which we have 
become accustomed in this 
Society, and which we all wish 
to see maintained.’ 

The Chairman emphasised: 
‘In case of any possible mis- 
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ny Questions? session at AGM 


Pictured before taking 
their places on_ the 
Question and Answer panel 
are, from left to right: Mr 
I. M. Thomas, Hon 
Treasurer and Chairman of 
the Finance Committee; 
Mr Alex Moira, a Vice- 
Chairman of the Society, 
and Chairman of the 
Resources Committee; Mr 
James Loring, the Society’s 
Director; Mr R. G. Brooks, 
Director of Finance; Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
Director of Resources; Mr 
Michael Brophy, Chief 
Fund Raising Executive; 
and Mr A. VY. M. Diamond, 
the Society’s Secretary. 
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Council election 


NEWCOMER to _ the 
Seciety’s Executive Coun- 
cil as a result of the elec- 
tion at the AGM is Mrs 
Eileen Milnes, of Sale, 
Cheshire. After a keenly- 
contested election in which 
nine candidates stood for 
the five places on the 
Council, Mrs Milnes was 
the only new candidate to 
be elected. The four other 
places were filled by serv- 
ing members who had re- 
tired by rotation and 
ofiered themselves for re- 
election. 

Mrs Milnes, who has a 21- 
year-old spastic daughter, told 
Spastics News that she was 
looking forward to her work 
on the Executive Council, and 
enthusiastic about the 
Society's new prévention cam- 
paign to save babies and their 
parents from the tragedy of 
needless handicap. She was 
that all parents, wel- 
ecomed the campaign because 
‘if you can’t do anything 
about your own child, you 
ean try and prevent it hap- 
pening to someone else.’ 


Tireless 


Eileen Milnes is already 
well known for her tireless 
work for the handicapped. She 
is chairman of the Friends of 
Rodney House Clinic for the 
cerebral _palsied -and: mixed 
handicaps and has _ also 
served on the committees of 
Manchester and District Spas- 
tics Society, and. Sale and 
Altrincham Spastics Society. 
She is on the Greater Man- 
chester Joint Advisory Coun- 
cil for cerebral palsy, and the 
working party on transport for 

_ the disabled in Greater Man- 
chester: 

Re-elected. to the Executive 
Council’ were: 

Mr Derek Ashcroft, of 
Brighton, a schoolmaster 
and the father of a 20-year-old 
Spastic son. He has been a 
member of the Brighton, Hove 
and District Spastics ‘ Society 
for 19 years, and was deeply 
involved in the forming of his. 
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Pull switch 
door opens 


Approach door 


opened normally. 


time from 3/300 


removed when fitting. 


A Power unit, 


B Adjustablé drive clutch 
to suit weight of door 
thus enabling normal use. 


€ Auxiliary batcery power 
unit gives up to 4 hour 
self-closing in the evene 
of mains failure, 


1. Actuated by foot pad, pull-cord, touch bar, etc, 
2, Clutch incorporated to enable door to be 


4, Closes automatically in adjustable period of 
seconds, 


4, Battery powered auxiliary unit will operate 
door into closed position in the event of mains 
failure for a period of up to half an hour, 


_ 5. Door catch is not required and must be 


EILEEN Milnes, new face 
on the Society’s Executive 
Council. 


local group’s parents’ associa< 
tion. He is Vice-Chairman of 
the South East Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. 

Mr William Burn, of Ciren- 


cester, Glos,-- a chartered 
accountant and the father of an 
adult spastic. son. He _ first 


joined the Executive Council 
in 1959, and was appointed 
honorary treasurer the follow- 
ing year, a position he held for 
six years. He was the Society’s 
chairman between 1966-1973. 


Champion 


Mr Hedley Chappell, a 
senior lecturer in biology, who 
lives at Portsmouth, is the 
father of a 14-year-old spastic 
son, and for the past seven 
years has been a member of 
the executive committee for the 
Portsmouth and District Spas- 
tics Society. He is also the 
group’s secretary. 

Mrs. Clarrie Williams, of 
Griffithstown, Gwent, an 
active champion of the~ dis- 
abled and a tireless worker for 


charity. She is chairman of 
the Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society, which she founded, 


a member of the management 
committee of its local work 
centre, and a member of the 
South Wales District Com- 
mittee. ‘She is the mother of 
a spastic son, and serves on 
many bodies in Wales working 


to aid the nani hearped, 
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Door automatically 
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understanding, I must make it 
quite clear that by using the 
word “prevention” in this cam- 
paign we certainly do NOT 
mean abortion, Whatever any- 
one’s personal views may be 
on that subject, it is no part 
of this Society’s function to be 
involved in it in any way. 
What we DO mean by pre- 
vention is that by a far wider 
awareness of the results so far 
achieved by research, and by 
@ more general application of 
this knowledge, healthy babies 
may be born free from this 
particular affliction,’ 

The Prevention Campaign 
would be an exciting one, said 
Mr Belson, and fully sup- 
ported by advertising, and by 
the skills of the public rela- 
tions team. A_ special» film 
was being made which would 


be a valuable ally in helping 


to make the public aware of 
the vital importance of the 
prevention of needless handi- 
cap. But he emphasised that 
the campaign could only work 
successfully if every member 


of the Society and its local 


groups actively supports it, 


Ignored 


He said: ‘During our 25 


years of existence we have- 


made the public aware of the 
needs of those suffering from 
a condition which had been 
virtually ignored for centuries, 
We have met many of those 
needs ourselves; we have 
pioneered new concepts of 
care; and we have also played 
our part in encouraging 
statutory and local government 
to improve provisions for the 
cerebral palsied and the handi- 
capped generally. 

‘Now, starting out on our 
second. 25 years, we feel our 
main priority should be to do 
all we possibly can to try and 
reduce substantially the inci- 
dence of cerebral palsy in our 
country, .with the ultimate 
hope that one day it may 
become a thing of the past.’ 

Mr Belson concluded: ‘This 
is our Jubilee Year, and we 
can’ look back with at least 


modest satisfaction on what 
has been achieved. It has 
been, and still will be, our 
main - function —with our 
specific interest in cerebral 
palsy—to pioneer ways and 


means of helping those who 
need us in a way that no 
government department is ever 
likely to do on its own,’ 


* Automatically closes if 
blown open, 


® Excludes draughts; 
saves on central heating 
bills, 


* Prevents damage to 
door surfaces, 

wheelchairs, trolleys 

and walking aids, ete, 


* Low current 
consumption, 


® Guaranteed 12 months, 


© Designed for internal 
use, if exterior use 
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manufacturers, 
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geet ios y speaking, it 
was a cautious year 


_ Spastic persons. 


efforts to raise funds for the teeuh 


IT was a ‘cautious’ 
year financially for The 
Spastics Society, re- 


ported Hon Treasurer 


Mr lorwerth Thomas 
at the AGM. Income 
had increased. from 


£5,297,000 in 1976 to 
£6,067,000 in 1977, but 
a much greater rise 
was necessary to off- 
set the ‘ravages’ of 
inflation. 


He: declared ‘that, 
because of inflation, ‘even 
in. order to stand still, the 
1977 figure should have 
been about £6.2 million at 
least.’ 


Mr Thomas said. that over 
the past five years current 
assets, -plus invested capital, 
have been dropping steadily. 
So had total income in real 
terms, and the Executive 
Council two years ago decided 
that a determined effort was 
necessary to halt this condition. 
‘As a result of — stringent 
budgeting, effective cost con- 
trol and a determined effort to 
increase income, this drop in 
our resources is responding to 
the brake,’ he said, and it was 
hoped that the ‘process of 
cure’ would continue if the 
same care was taken in the 
future. 


Resources 


The accounts showed a 
cautious year in which the 
Society had done its best with 
limited resources, but Mr 
Thomas said the. accounts 
must not be judged by the 
size of the surplus or 
deficiency. 

‘We have this year a small 
and much reduced deficit, As 
a charity that aspect can give 
little satisfaction. If we had a 
surplus it may well have shown 
that we had not exerted our- 
selves sufficientiy on behalf of 
If we showed 
a large deficit we may well have 
imprudently endangered funds 
needed in future years.’ 

He pointed out. that the 
balancing figure was the small 
figure between two very large 
ones. In this instanece it was 
£64,000 in the red. 

‘It could well have been 
£64,000 or more in the black. 
Had ‘that been the case let 


aS 


WELCOME visitors to the AGM from Top 1 Ten Promotions Ltd, of Bristol, were ; 
Managing Director, Mr Ken Long; Company Secretary, Mr Peter Broderick; Direoul E 

tor, Mr Ken Pole, and Marilyn Carroll, a member of the Top Ten marketing depart-— 
ment who was among the staff manning the Top Ten display at the AGM. The firm 


no-one say we did not need 
money as a result! Judge us 
by what we have done — not 
by whether we have a surplus 
or a deficit at the year’s end.’ 

Mr Thomas said that fees 
paid by local authorities for 
spastics’ at Society establish- 
ments had always been a 
matter of concern to previous 
treasurers. The situation had 
now been corrected and as far 
as it was posible 100 per cent 
fees were being charged. While 
the Society had to accept that 
in some cases a full recovery 
would not be possible, ‘a figure 
of 85 per cent across the 
board seems realistic.’ 

Grants to service develop- 
ments and welfare had in- 
creased—but again the increase 
has hardly kept pace with 
inflation; and grants continued 
to research and other commit- 
ments in this field. The need 
to supplement groups funds 
hand, fortunately, been lower 
which helped a great deal in 
the balancing operation. ‘I am 
sure that all groups realise that 
when money is short the 


Society is less able to mount’ | 


rescue operations.’ 

There were thanks from Mr 
Thomas to Top Ten Promo- 
tions Ltd, the promotors. of 
the Spastics Pool, and to the 
SOS, ‘both for the contribu- 
tion to our funds and also for 
the welcome publicity from 
their activities which benefits 
pias elsewhere.’ 


His call for regional — 
voice on Executive 


QUESTION time at. the - 
AGM brought some sharp 
comments from Mr Jack , 


Crosby, honorary treasurer | ' 


of the Narth East Regional | 
Co-ordinating Committee |. 

Mr Crosby said that people 
in the North East were very 
concerned at their lack of rep- 
resentation on the. Society's 
Executive Council. 


He pointed out that areas 
with only a few affiliated local 
groups, were. sometimes much 
better represented than those 
which had many more groups. 
And he called for changes in 
the system, allowing for 
regional representatives to be 
co-opted on to the council, * 


~ should be the people | best fit+ “i 
_ ted to do the job, “wherever 


7 ad tad! 
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Where the 


money 
goes eee0e. a 


FACTS from the Society’s 
annual accounts reported | 
by the Executive Council 
at the AGM: 

Net preceeds from appeals, 
donations, legacies and other — 
income has increased by 
£508,000 to £4,774,000. x 

Fees and grants at schools 
and centres have increased by 
£617,000 to £3,939,600. 

Expenditure has increased by 3 
£492,000 to £8,500,000. : 

Running costs at schools and 
centres increased by £761,000 — 
to £5,753,000 and a further = 
£563,000 spent on additions and . 
improvements was written off — 
during the year as C oendlaea 
of a specialised nature. 

Grants made to aililiated 
societies and establishments 
helping spastics amounted to. 
£295,000. a 

Research relating to cerebral | 
palsy in the fields of paedia- 
tries, sociology, education and 
psychology amounted to — 
£136,000. : 


The Society’s Chairman, M ng 
Dorrien Belson, said that. 4 
was not of vital; importan 
that. regions should be re 
_ sented on the committee: 

What was more. importan 
‘was that the Council: members. 


they might come - fiom. Ife 
regions wanted to be repre=— 
sénted, it was up to them tara 
put candidates forward, and 
get them elected. 

Election of the Executive. 
Council, he said, was a_ 
democratic process. And it~ 
would be wrong to interfere — 
with this. No members - had_ 
lobbied or in any way, coerced | ; 
people into voting for et ets oa 


a 


Spon 


CONTESTANTS set out on a 


‘12-mile sponsored three- 
legged walk from Cambridge 
to the Society’s Meldreth 


Manor School, Royston, Herts. 
Six couples took part, arriy- 
ing at intervals during Mel- 
dreth’s annual fete, 

In addition to the £100 from 
the walk, a cheque for £500 
was presented to the school by 
Andrew Berry, himself a 
‘Spastic, who recently raised 
£1,000 by walking from San- 
dringham to Windsor. A 
further £100 was given to the 
ee by Mrs Loveland, 89, 
preat-grandmother of one of 
the pupils. 

Attractions at the fete in- 
cluded a children’s fancy ‘dress 
competition, a medieval jous- 
ing display, a tug-of-war, 
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course people notice the coin.’ 

Now, alas, age and infirmity have caught up 
‘with Mr Backhouse and he can no longer make 
the journey. He wrote to Mr Woolford explain- 
ing: ‘I am unfit to even go on a bus.’ 

But Mr Backhouse is desperately anxious that 
his contribution should not cease, and asked 
Mr Woolford: ‘Will you please do me a favour 


CONSTRUCTION LTD 


ELSON WORKS 
ELLESMERE 
SHROPSHIRE 


Tel) Ellesmere 2441 - 


Stories behind the d 
EVERY Thursday for more years than 
Bob Woolford, postmaster at the tiny 
| sub-post office and stores in the sprawling 
| village of Allerton-Bywater, Castleford, 
| Yorks, can remember, Mr J. Backhouse 
has made the mile-long trek from his 
| home to collect his pension. And every 
time Mr Woolford has made sure that in 
| the money was a 50-pence piece. 

-- ‘He would put that 50-pence piece 
religiously into The Spastics Society’s 
| collecting box on the counter. He’s been 
doing it for years and years and because 
the box has a clear plastic front, of 


and put the enclosed £5 in the box? 
continue to send you money while ever I can. 
Those poor souls are far worse off than me. 
Hoping you will do this not for me but for 
those in dire need.’ 

Said Mr Woolford: ‘I have changed the fiver 
into 50-pence pieces and eyery Thursday I drop 
one in the box, 
ties and I know he has very bad legs, many a 
time he has had a lot of trouble getting to us. 
But I know that since’s he’s said he will try 
to send more, he will keep his word.’ 

Another touching donation to the Society 
came from Jessie and Thomas Kneebone, pen- 
sioners living in Atherstone, Warks. 
contribution of 50p was accompanied by a note 


quality” 
YOU would expect Dandy 
Nichols, the no-nonsense 
mum from ‘Till Death Us 
Do Part, to demand com- 
fort if she ever had to use 
a wheelchair. 

So it was not surprising 
that the BBC drama unit 
called for a Newton ultra 
light chair, for Dandy to 
use when she appears in a 
Play of the Month. 

The chairs are made at 
the Society’s Meadway 
Works at Birmingham, 
largely by spastic workers. 

Meadway Manager Mr 
Robin Miller points out 
that the Newton is quite a 
star. It’s also appeared in 
a film starring Patrick 
Wymark, the TV _ pro- 
gramme Emmerdale Farm, 


and has been discussed on 
the BBC’s World Service. 


onations 


I shall 
He must be in his late seven- 


Jessie’s 


saying: ‘Sorry it is only a little, but I have 


for him. 


sent it from him. 
idea to help spastics. God bless you and all 
the people that help in any way to make life 
a little easier for handicapped people.’ 


saved it out of my husband’s pension as he is 
in hospital so I am allowed a little to get things 
He will be very pleased that I have 


We think it is a wonderful 


competition and stalls of 
various kinds. The fete is 
expected to have raised a total 
of £2,500. 


HOME helps working in the 
Longton area of Staflordshire 


haye raised £231 for the 
North Staffordshire Spastic 
Association, This will help 


towards the running costs of 
the group’s new centre opened 
inVictoria Road, Fenton, last 
April. 


DAVID Forster, 12, of Heston, 
Middlesex, learnt to swim only 
a few months ago. Yet in the 
pouring rain he completed 50 
lengths of an outdoor pool at 
a Great Yarmouth holiday 


ored walk with three-legged twist 


camp. His efforts, sponsored 
by fellow holidaymakers, 
earned £74 for spastics. 


A. CALEDONIAN Market 
held by the Worthing, Little- 
hampton and District Spastics 
Society has raised £840 for 
group funds. 


Bisihe Blt Pasa Re oe 

A FETE held at the Society’s 
Jacques Hall residential centre 
near Manningtree, Essex, has 
raised £800 for the centre’s 
funds. 

PRR 

A FLAG day held by St 
Helen’s Spastics Society, 
Lancashire, has. raised £573 
for group funds. 


Steel framed buildings made 
and erected or supplied for 
customer erection 

Write or telephone for details: 
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PARK Crescent, the 
elegant Regency semi- 
circle which houses 
Spastics Society head- 
quarters in London, 
now has a namesake 
at High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire. 


The new Park Cres- 
cent School for handi- 
capped children was 
built by The Spastics 
Society at a cost of 
£94,000, including a 
£2,000 grant from the 
East Regional fund. 


It was officially handed 
in October to 
educational 


over 


the local 


GARY Town demonstrates 
you don’t need hands to 
make a pattern with bricks, 


authority, but its 
name will provide a 
continuing reminder 


of The: Spastics 
Society’s role in its 
foundation. 

The school is attractive 
and purpose-built, with 
large sunny rooms and 
clerestory-type windows, 
giving additional light 
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The chair Now Society’s HQ has 


with star 


new namesake 


from above. Floors are 
either carpeted or faced 
with an efficiently non-slip 
surface, and the low parti- 
tions which divide certain 
areas have rounded edges 
to minimise the danger. of 
bumped heads. Most of 
the windows look out onto 
open land and every avail- 
able foot of wall space is 
decorated by — colourful 
works of art by the 
children. 

The school took in its first 
pupils in January this year. 
There are places for up to 20 
children aged between 2} and 
12, and while many of them 
are spastic, other handicaps 
are accepted. In addition to the 
Headmistress, Mrs Pamela 
Anderson, there is a staif of 
six. There are three classes-— 
pre-school, infants and junior. 
Physiotherapy and speech 
therapy is provided and the 
children also have the oppor- 
tunity to go riding and swim- 
ming. 

Mrs Anderson is delighted 
that the children are able to 
share the playground of Shel- 
burne First School next door, 
where they mix freely with 
their able-bodied contempor- 
aries. 

Anthony Pinches, teacher of 
the junior class, said that 
some of the children he taught 
had come from normal schools 
and although they were intelli- 
gent, had dropped behind 
academically because of their 
physical handicaps, long 
periods in hospital and the fact 
that teachers could not spare 
the time to give individual 
attention. In the smaller 
classes which the new school 
can provide, however, they are 
rapidly making up the lost 
ground. 

Other children have been 


transferred from the Ham- 
mersley Lane School in 
Tylers Green, run by the 


RM@UMFICAR 
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“ceremony which 


LOOK, clean _ hands! 
Seven-year-old Joanna 
Devlin proves that she can 
do sums without getting 
dirty. Later she demon- 
strated her prowess with a 
walking aid to the Spastics 
News reporter. 


South Bucks Spastics Society; 
which closed down as a school 
early this year and has now 
been re-opened by the group 
as a centre for young adults. 

Speaking at the informal 
officially 
opened Park Crescent School, 
Mr Dorrien Belson, chair- 
man of The Spastics Society, 
said that at the time of the 
1976 annual general meeting 
the Society had been in deep 
trouble financially and there 
were fears that no more new 
centres could be _ provided. 
Matters were a little better 
now, he said, but the Society 
had been relieved when Bucks 
County Council had agreed to 
provide the site and equip~ 
ment and take over running 
costs of the school. 

In conclusion, Mr Belson 
pointed out that the spastics’ 
group in Wycombe had been 
running a centre before tho 
national organisation Was in 
existence. 

With this record of more 
than a quarter of a century’s 
active help to local spastics it 
is perhaps fitting that part of 
the group’s burden should be 
taken over by the local 
authority. 


ISTIKHAR Dad presented 
a bouquet of garden 
flowers to Lady Hall, Presi- 
dent of the South Bucking- 
hamshire Spastics Society. 
Looking on is Mr Dorrien 
Belson, Chairman of The 
Spastics Society, who had 
been given a rose to wear 
in his buttonhole. 
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Technology 
expert to 


aid US 
disabled 


ROGER _ Jefcoate, well 
known for his valuable 
work in advising disabled 
British people. on technical 
aids, has now been appoin- 
‘ted as consultant on tech- 
nology to the United 
Cerebral. Palsy Associa- 
tion of New York. This 
service, involving at least 
one visit to the States each 
year, will, of course, be 
carried out in addition to 
his British and European 
consultancies. 

The appointment came = as 
the culmination of .a recent 
visit to America, his third in 
two years, during which he 
gave the opening address at 
an international © conference 
and exhibition on technical 
aids in Chicago, which was 
attended by 4,500 visitors each 
day. 

He also lectured at the 
United Cerebral Palsy Tech- 
nology Conference in New 
York. At both events he was 
the only speaker from outside 
America. In addition, he ran 
seminars, set up training pro- 
grammes, appeared on TV and 
assessed handicapped. children 
in various parts of the country. 

In the picture, Roger 
Jefcoate demonstrates the 


‘Lightwriter,’ designed by | 


Toby Churchill of Cam- 
bridge, which enables 
people with poor speech to 
communicate easily. 
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| Coping with handicap 


at home 


THE Design Council has pro- 
duced a useful new book 
called ‘Handicapped at Home.’ 
Aimed chiefly at people who 
share a home with able-bodied 
relatives or friends, it covers 
such topics as flooring, . heat- 
ing, common-use areas; 
kitchens, bathrooms, 
purpose rooms and safety. 
There are also sections on 
special equipment and altera- 
tions, independence, useful 
organisations to contact and 
suppliers ‘aids ‘and 
appliances. ae 

The book, plentifully ilkis- 
trated by drawings and photo- 
graphs, would be invaluable 
not only to disabled house- 


° 
Sb 


Incontinence and rising costs~ 


special- - 


wives but to any family which 
includes a handicapped child 
or adult. 

‘Handicapped at Home,’ by 
Sidney Foott, is published by 
the Design Council, 28 Hay- 
market, London SWLY 4SU, 
price £1.85. 


Congress report 


THE proceedings © of - the 
fourth Congréss of the Inter- 


national Association for the 


Scientific. Study of Mental 
Deficiency held in Washington 


DC are being: published under: 
the title ‘Research to Practice 


in Mental Retardation.’ 
The first volume—Care and 
Intervention’—is now . avail- 


Leonardgate, . 
Lancs LA1 IPE... Price £17.50. 
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both legs in a flying acci 
the Disabled Exhibition an 
the exhibition is to the aids and appliances in 
‘s to the car industry. And this year’s even 


‘| International buyers — 
fly in for Naidex — 


THE world famous RAF ace, Group Captain Sir Douglas Bader, who lost 
dent, is to open this month’s # 
d Conference. More popularly known as Naidex, 
dustry what the Motor Show — 
t has attracted a record 91° 


exhibitors from at least six different countries. 


For the first time, the exhibition and confer- 
ence will be held in London, at the Royal Horti- 


cultural Society’s Halls in Westminster. 


In 


previous years Harrogate and Brighton have 


hosted the event. 


It takes place from Novem- 


ber 9 to November 12. 


The exhibition gives 
manufacturers of aids, and 
organisations which pro- 
vide services for the dis- 
abled, an opportunity to 
promote their products and 
services to a very wide 
audience of people directly 
concerned with the care of 
the handicapped. And it 
provides a useful forum for 
discussion. 


Among the professionals 
who normally attend are 
physiotherapists, Department 
of Health and Social Security 
officers, hospital staff, educa- 
tionalists, people concerned 
with the employment of dis- 
abled people, and many handi- 
capped individuals. 


Joint sponsors of Naidex are- 


the Royal Association for Dis- 
ability. and Rehabilitation — 
RADAR — and Hospital and 
Social .Service Publications 
Limited, which produces two 
publications, Therapy and 
Health and -Social Services 
Journal. 


| 


While the vast majority of 
exhibitors are British firms, 
companies from Sweden, Den- 
mark, Holland, Germany and 
the USA will be represented. 
An international buying mis- 
including businessmen 
from Europe, Scandinavia, 
Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Canada, the USA and 
Venezuela will also be attend- 
ing the exhibition. 

It ig hoped that members of 
this mission will be interested 


many the and 
appliances. on display, — are 
made. oe 


A feature of this year's. 


exhibition is the amount of 


space available—40 per cent — 


more than for previous exhibi- 
tions: ‘This allows for better 
displays, and makes — stands 


more easily accessible to dis-. 


abled people. 
Having moved to London, 
the conference is. expected to 


an 


. 
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the two problems met by 


Incontinence and rising costs:— the two problems met by 
Robinsons range of Inco products. 
Today, the nursing profession needs the most effective, 
versatile and economical incontinence aids to ensure the 
; comfort of the patient. 
Inco Roll. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. 
A commonsense product in a sensible packaging —used in 

: conjunction with Inco garments or Pull-on pants. 
New Inco Pull-on pants. Supple. P.V.C. pants in five sizes 
with elasticated legs and waist for complete protection. Very 


suitable for ambulant and arthritic patients. — 


Inco Garments. Made with a drop front and press-stud 
release to facilitate changing especially in bedridden cases, - 
Seven adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. Both garments are 
washable, waterproof, suitable for either sex and permanently 


size marked. 


Inco Pads. Highly absorbent, soft high wet-strength covers 
and waterproof backing for protecting beds and onaits: : 


Available in. Various thicknesses. 


inco Wipes. Strong general purpose hospital wipes: HighI 
__ absorbent, they retain their bulk ahd sienarhawhon ek 


Ideal as incontinence wipes, body wipes, lining ward trays, 


damp dusting etc. 


‘Intelligence Unit: Professor E. 


- Director 


. Perfect, secretary of the Mans- 


’ mittee for the Welfare of the 
-Physically Handicapped; 


NOVEMBER 1977 — 


National Aids for — 


attract a record number of ~~ 
delegates — more than 4009, i: 
And the previous record — 
exhibition attendance of 5,500 0 — 
people is expected to be 
smashed as well. <o 

The opening speech, entitled 
‘The Changing Scene for Dis- — 
ability’ will be given by Mr 
Brian Meredith Davies, Direc 
tor of Social Services for 
Liverpool, and President of the 
Association of Directors of 
Social Services. Conference 
chairman is the Duke of 
Buccleuch. 


Other speakers are Mr R. N, 
Hankinson, Director of Social 
Services. for Sunderland; 
Mrs J. Simkins, Senior Con- 
sultant at the Economist 


A. Marsland, Head of Oral — 
Pathology at Birmingham — 
University; Mr Ian Bruce, 
of . the . Volunteer — 
Centre; the Hon James Butler, 
chairman of PHAB; Mr Brian 


field and District Area Com- a 


‘Reginald Freeson; MP, the 
Housing Minister; Professor ~~ 

Percy Johnson-Marshall, head 

of Urban Design and Regional 
Planning at Edinburgh Uni- — — 
versity; Graham Shaylor, Chief 
Planner for Birmingham; and 
Donald Dempsey, the Director 
of Newcastle upon Tyne Coun- _ 
cil for the Disabled. Oy 
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Miss Maclean and Miss Cartter. 


Farewell party for 
devoted workers 


~ TWO pillars of the Wor- 
thing, Littlehampton and 


District Spastics Society, 
Miss Jess Cartter and Miss 
Agnes Maclean, have re- 
tired from office. and were 
given a farewell party 
on October: 27 at the work 
centre they. helped to 


found ‘in Morena House, 


Pavilion Road, Worthing. 


Miiss Cartter was one of the 
founder members of the society 
17 years ago .and has been 
chairman for 16 years, Miss 


Maclean has been secretary-for. 


16 years. 
‘Miss« Cartter said that the 


- society was formed at the first 


meeting’ when an initial sum 


of £40 was raised. 4 
_ Their’ first’ project was the 


setting up of a small work 
eentre in Rectory Road, Wor- 
thing, which accommodated 10 


spastic people each day. ‘Later 
a children’s centre was set up 
with the help of a local author- 
ity grant. When local authority 
provisions for handicapped 
children improved, the centre 
was closed, and with the help 
of The Spastics Society it was 
converted into a larger work 
centre which today can accom- 


modate 20 handicapped people. . 


The group has so prospered 


“ over the years that today its 


‘total turnover is £36,000. In 
addition to the work centre, 
130 spastic children and adults 
are helped in numerous ways 
‘which include financial aid for 
clothing, holidays, and other 
benefits, 

Miss Cartter and Miss 
Maclean, who at present live 
at Oldhurst, Hythe Road, 
Worthing, Sussex, will be re- 
tiring to Coverack in Cornwall, 
to a house overlooking ‘the 
sea. 
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How the Society s job finders 
changed Jack's life 


THE Spastics Society’s 
employment — section 
has now been helping 
cerebral palsied people 
to find jobs for over 
20 years. One of its 
earliest “success stories’ 
was that of Jack For- 
ster, who was placed 
in open employment 
after 27 years in a 
long-stay hospital. 

_ Jack was born in Cardiff 
in 1916. An attack of 
encephalitis in early child- 
hood left him with a 
spastic disability in the legs 
which meant that he has 
had to walk with a stick 
for the rest. of his life. He 
says he was lucky that his 
speech and hands were not 
affected. 

His early schooling was 
disrupted by long spells in 
orthopaedic hospitals and by 
the fact that his. family was 
constantly on the move. It 
was while they were in Bristol 
in 1932 that he joined Hort- 
ham Hospital’s newly opened 
residential training centre for 
young people who were handi- 
capped or from broken homes. 


For a hospital development 
in the 1930s, this seems quite 


an enlightened venture. The ~ 


residents’ lived in ~ ‘lodges’ 
rather than wards and as well 
as learning a trade they had 
general education classes © in 
the evening. Many of them 
went to work outside the 
hospital by day and for their 
spare time there was a full 
programme of sports such’ as 
billiards and badminton. 

The residents were asked 
if there were any other activi- 
ties they would like arranged 
and Jack, who had been a cub 
at school, suggested the forma- 


Jack Forster 


tion of a Scout troop. A 
member of Hortham’s dispen- 
sary staff offered to run the 
group anda Rover Crew was 
formed—the . forerunner of 
today’s Adventure Scouts. 
Jack remained with the troop 
all through his stay at Hort- 
ham and has been closely 
involved with the Scout miove- 
ment ever since, 


Jack considers. that the 
Scout troop was an ideal way 
of helping the youngsters to 
become independent. They 
held their own Gang Shows 
and camped out on the hospi- 
tal sports field . where they 
learnt to cook their own meals. 
Later they went further. afield 
to camps at the seaside, such 
as Weston super Mare. Every- 
where they went they were 
treated as VIPs and were 
inspected by- the local Scout 
Commissioner. 

When the war started in 
1939, many of the staff at 
Hortham were called up and 
some of the jobs were taken 
over by ‘high grade’ patients. 
After a short spell as a war 
agricultural worker (‘like the 


Land Army, but for handi- 
capped boys’) Jack was given 
the job of gatekeeper at Hort- 
ham Hospital, a post which he 
held from 1940 until 1947. 

‘After that, they didn’t know 
what to do with me,’ he said. 
‘One morning. I wandered 
towards the bakery and. it 
suddenly occurred to me to 
ask for a job.’ Jack. worked 
as a baker until he left 
Hortham in 1959. 

Under the post-war Mental 
Health Act, Hortham became a 
subnormality hospital and 
Jack was officially discharged 
but he had to continue in 
residence because there was 
nowhere else for him to go. 


New York 


‘I went all over Bristol to 
try to get work,’ he said. 

By now The Spastics Society 
was in.existence and Jack had 
the idea of enlisting its help. 
Dr Grace Woods, Deputy 
Superintendent of Hortham 
Hospital, contacted Miss Mar- 
garet © Morgan, 


Miss Morgan. visited - Bristo] 
early in 1958 to interview 
Jack, but he was not found a 
job until 1960, when — he 
became a cook at one of the 
halls of residence of Reading 
University. Thus he achieved 
his first outside employment 


at the agé of 44. 


In 1963 he moved to Hydon 
Hill Cheshire-Home, Godalm- 


ing, Surrey, to his present post . 


as a member of the catering 
staff. He has an immaculately- 
kept flat in the grounds of the 
home. Prominently displayed 
among the Scouting mementos 
on the walls is the Scout 


then — the’. 
Society's Employment Officer. 


Medal of Merit with which he 
was presented’ in recognition of 
over 50 years’ service to the 
movement, 

Now on the verge of retire- 
ment, Jack looks back over 


. his life with an amazing Jack 


of bitterness. He feels that 
recent criticism of long-stay 
hospitals has created a bad 
impression. 


“While I was in Hortham 
Hospital I had all the 
attention anybody could 
wish for. Unless people 
have lived in one of these 
hospitals themselves they 
don’t realise the pressures 
on the staff. I am very 
grateful to everybody who 
looked after me at Hort- 
ham for without their help 
I could never have become 
independent.’ 


ANNE PLUMMER. 


THE Society’s Employ- 
ment Department would 
like to hear from other 
spastic people who were 
helped to find jobs—like 
Jack Forster—in the late 
1950s, especially those 
who took part in early 
assessment courses, 

Said Miss Margaret 
Morgan, formerly 
employment officer and 
now the Society’s Con- 
troller of Personal Social 
Services, ‘We should be 
interested to hear what 
they are doing now and 
whether they have been 
successful in their 
careers.’ 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


eye 


$ SPASTICS 


‘Something deep inside makes us _ 


NEWS 


What attracts bright youngsters to a caring career: a 


want to work for others 


THE Spastics Society’s Castle Priory College provides a 
relaxed, river-side setting for the hard work of a resi- 
Our picture shows some of the 
students whose attitude to their future work ‘makes 
challenging reading in Rosemary March’s feature. 


dential care course. 
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Sars as Cees 


_Urine Drainage 


Bag 


Our new Belt and Drainage Bag incorporates an 
adjustable Bag position facility which ensures 
Maximum comfort and convenience for the user. The 
materials used enable the Belt assembly to be’ 

washed frequently. Our Belt has a reinforced, angied 
€nd for easy fastening and looping through the buckle. 
The Drainage Bag has been specially designed and 
includes a side inlet, non-return valve, to permit 


trouble-free 
of the Bagis 


drainage of the bladder, Total drainage 
attained since the lower edge is angled 


towards the 11 mm outlet. A stowage point for the 


< Spigot 


is provided in the side flange, thus also 


Making for greater user comfort. Velcro retaining 
straps, adjustable for height, locate safely, and 


securely, the Bag onto the Belt. 


Belts are individually packed in cartons of 10 but may 
be purchased singly. The Bags are sold in units of 


10 per carton, 
BY 


WP 
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Yet they all believe 
that sooner or later 
they face some form 
of hostility from much 
older colleagues; that 
they will be challenged 
for appearing little 
more than kids them- 
selves; that they may 
even be seen as a 
threat by established 
houseparents for their 
keen, socially aware 
attitudes, and a pro- 
fessionalism which 


2 - 
"<a 


~ 
a 


Simple to use 
and wash 


Security and | 

comfort without 
embarrassment 

Barclay Hospital Supplies Ltd 


Freepost Chester CH1 2Yz 


Telephone: Chester 311256/7 
Telex: 61653 
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By Rosemary March 


FOURTEEN trainee residential social workers 
from all over the British Isles — including a young 
black woman, two 21-year-old men and a parti- 
ally deaf student called Julia — are the latest 
recruits for The Spastics Society’s 15 months’ 
residential care course at Castle Priory College, 
Wallingford, in Berkshire. 
(most are between 18 and 23), they can offer 


already a sum total of no fewer than 47 years’ 
experience in looking after spastics, in being 
Community Service Volunteers, working with 
old folk or ESN children. 


Despite their ages 


promises future mili- 
tant sparks. 


Each has come into the 
work under the flag of 
genuine dedication. Many 
have had childhood or 
adolescent problems, or an 
early-developed sense of 
concern which pointed 
them towards a career in 
care. 


Although 20 - year - old 
Von, from Dublin, puts 
their feelings into oné apt 
sentence, everyone admits 
a deeply personal reason 
for choosing the job. Von 
said: “We may all have 
different motives, but there 
is something deep inside 
which really does want to 
help and work for. others.’ 


Outsiders 


Von herself, articulate and 
extrovert, decided on residen- 
tial social work after a spell 
in voluntary service with spas- 
tic children. She feels strongly 
that society still views its 
handicapped as outsiders. ‘But 
they are just like me — they 
are also entitled to the kind 
of education and opportunities 
{ have had.’ She hopes to go 
on working with children. 

Janice, 18, on the other 
hand, has opted to look after 
mentally handicapped adults, 
once she has gained her quali- 
fying certificate at the end of 
the course. ‘I have a soft spot 
for them,’ she says. ‘Few 


|, people are as sorry for this 


group as they are for the 
physically disabled; They tend 
to be more fixed in their ways 
of looking after, or in their 
attitude towards, them. I shall 
never forget the day I over- 
heard a child ask her mother 
in a Croydon supermarket, 
“Mummy, what’s that man, 
what’s he doing?” as _ she 
pointed to a mental patient 
also out shopping. “He’s mad, 
don’t look at him!” .snapped 
the woman, and hauled her 
child away.’ 


Taunted | 


When Julia, 21, was at pre- 
paratory school, she was 
taunted and ridiculed’ for her 
partial deafness. Little girls 
formed a ring round 10-year- 
old Julia, calling her names. 
One morning in playtime, she 
climbed on to’ a swing. ‘I 
wanted to swing up and up 
into the sky and fly away,’ she 


-remembers.. Today, skilled at 


lip reading, she copes as well 
as her fellow students in fol- 
lowing the college lectures, and 
with practical study ‘away at 
residential care centres, 

The group’s two male 
students, Steve and Terry, have 


discovered what they consider 
to be a deep-seated prejudice 
against men, in their particu- 
lar patch. The reason, they've 
been told, is simply that they 
do not conform to the long- 
held idea that women and girls 
look after little children. Steve 
still feels sore from the drub- 
bing down he unwittingly 
earned from a headmistress of 
20 years’ standing at a West 
Country special school where 
he had been working before 
coming to Wallingford. 

She firmly implied that men 
had no basic aptitude in care. 
Then she said: ‘And how do 
you think you can work here 
when you only look 12 years 
old yourself?’ Steve, who is 
engaged to be married, quietly 
pointed out that he had pre- 
viously spent three years with 
mental patients, with old 
people and disturbed infants, 
Terry, also, had put in three 
years’ service with PH and 
ESN children. On some other 
occasion, faced with “more 
scepticism about their rightful 
place in care work, Terry and 
Steve had to pull out their 
trump card. 


Staggered 


‘We're studying for a certifi- 
cate course with 12 other 
young people. Between us, we 
have totalled 47 years’ experi- 
ence within a wide range of 
fields. from looking after 
babies to geriatrics, they 
announced. The headmistress 
was staggered and admitted it. 


ARE you attracted to a 
career in residential 
care? Would you like 
to follow in the foot- 
steps of the young 
people in this article 


and study at The Spas- 
Society’s 


tics 
Priory College? 

If so, it is not too secon 
to make application for 
next year’s course. Further 
information can be 
obtained from: Mrs Joyce 
Knowles, Principal, Castle 
Priory College, Walling- 
ford, Berks. 


Castle 


Many students have already 
found, however, that modern 
‘caring slots’ leave some 
middle-aged houseparents, 
headmistresses and masters 
bewildered, not to say dubious. 
‘Community Service Volun- 
teer — what's that?’ Strong 
indication came over to the 
youngsters, about to enter their 
own profession, that nothing 
save many years’ hard, practi- 
cal work could rank as good 
qualification, 

Commented a Castle Priory 
student: ‘I get the feeling some 
folk feel a wee bit threatened 
that we are going to challenge 


totalling not less than six: 


Passage at charter rate, 


qualifications, experience, 
and names of two refere 


‘time has come to start saying; — 


picture. 


- some progression, more provi- | 


‘*Helping others means 


a ee ea he 


HONG KONG 
The Ting Hsiung Chao School 

Senior physiotherapist. and basic-grade  physio- 
therapist required in December 
mensurate with experience, 
£240 to £425 per month. Public and school holidays 
weeks a year, two-way air 
Applications, stating age, 
copies of two testimonies 
am es to: Chairman, Spastics 
Association . of Hong-Kong, Room 603 Duke of 
Windsor Social Service Building, 15 Hennessy Road, 

Hong Kong. | ; 
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their jobs because we've come — eS . 
up through the training-and- 
certificate path. = £ 
‘We have come on this 
course gladly and gratefully, © 
because we want to understand 
more, get more professional — 
know-how. The old way — 
seems to be a matter of jog- — 
ging along on the lines of “thig 
is how we've always done it, 
so it’s good enough.” But the — 


“We are going to do it this way _ 
now because we've learned how _ 
useful it can be,”’ she added, — 

This thoughtful bunch of — 
young men and women, many 
of whom have been seconded — 
by The Spastics Society from 
Society centres after at least — 
one year’s service, certainly 
appear to represent anew. . 
strain in the species. Their — 
viewpoint is seemingly wider, — 
and they are anxious always — 
to take into account the whole 


As Von remarked: ‘Care, for” = 4 
some people, means just Wip- 
ing bottoms and taking child- — 
ren for walks. I see the caring 
profession as a much more 
subtle affair, requiring more 
than love-and-cuddles. I hope — 
residential work will stay in — 
principle as it is now, but I 
would certainly like to see © 


sions made to help us do our ~ 
work better.’ a 
Most of. the students feel 
they are lucky to be involved — 
in what they believe to be a | 
wave of change. ‘It’s very ex-— 
citing, being around at this 
stage, even though we realise 
we will have to wait and be 
patient. One day we will 
become recognised as profes- 
sionals who have an image to 
sustain which will be very far 
removed from the old-. 
fashioned one of charity 
worker,’ says Von. 
‘Of course, we will need — 
more money. Currently, clean- 
ing staff are sometimes getting 
more salary than care staff — 
which significantly puts our 
role on the wrong rung of the — 
ladder. We want to be acknow- 
ledged by doctors and special- 
ists as professional colleagues 
in a team all concerned in-our 
different ways with the well- — 
being of the children, or who- _ 
ever.’ 
Many houseparents who ~ 
can look back over a ~ 
quarter of a century of © 
‘bottom-wiping’ and lov- — 
ing care may only now be ~ 
realising what their job — 
has really done for them, ~ 
as individuals. To judge 
from Castle Priory Col- 
lege’s new intake, it would 
seem that the upcoming — 
generation has worked 
that one out in advance. | 
They know they are 
choosing a demanding, 
humdrum life, but they 
have their reasons. As — 
Irish Von, with a shy but — 
certain look, explains: 


helping 


and developing — 
yourself.’ 
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IT i is Billy Gibson’ s first time working ona santhahe: and 
_ supervisor Angus Meiklejohn is on hand to help. Angus 
_ came as a driver and became so inyolved with the workers 
_ that when a vacancy occurred he applied. 


‘Secret orders and 


_ big export sales 


“THE disabled employ- 
ees at Kent County 
Council’s first ever 
work centre were 
sworn to secrecy when 
_ a hush-hush order 
came their way. So 
hush-hush in fact that 
they were not even 
told what the streng- 
thened cardboard 
cut-outs they were 


assembling were 


‘for. Then a few of 
them attended the 
local barrack’s open 


day and there on dis- 
play was their mystery 
handiwork with an 
explanatory note in 
the programme. 

The employees of 
the Balfour Centre for 
the Handicapped in 
Chatham, Kent, had 
been making mines! 
Simulated out of card- 
board, put together at 
the centre and then 
sent on to a Sitting- 
bourne firm to be filled 
with sand, the mines 
are used in NATO 
exercises and are iden- 
tical in every detail to 
the real thing. 


a The mines are just one of 


the many products that are 
made at the centre and 
exported all over the world, 
bringing in valuable 
foreign currency. A chain- 
saw guard inyented by 
local man, Richard 
Stevens, of Sittingbourne, 
and made at the centre, is 
sold as far away as Aus- 
tralia. The centre’s repu- 
tation stands so high that a 
foreign firm with an exclu- 
sive’ toy design has had 


over 200,000 items made 


there for sale on the 
Continent. 
The Balfour Centre 


opened in 1968 as the start 
of what was hoped would 
be a chain of between 
eight to 10 similar centres 
throughout the county. 
Economic cut-backs mean 
that the Balfour stands 
virtually alone, in its resi- 
dential area in the Medway 
Towns. There is a similar 
centre in Dartford and a 
tiny one created out of an 
old Air Raid Precaution 
depot at Herne Bay. Where 
Balfour is almost certainly 
unique is that amongst the 
185 people on the roll there 


nt SS 


are several psychiatric 
cases. 
‘This is only possible 


because of the excellent 
relationship we have with the 
local consultant. psychiatrist. 
This way, if we have any 
problems or doubts he will see 
the employee straight away,’ 
said Pamela Duncan, the 


deputy manager. She and 
Leonard Webster, the mana- 
ger, have been at the Bal- 


four—it gets its name from 
the site on which it is built— 
since it first opened. 

Mr Webster, 56, had been 
in industry all his life, work- 
ing in management for such 
companies as Marley, and act- 
ing as a business consultant in 
London. 

The Balfour has a_ huge 
turn-over running into thous- 
ands of pounds. One of 
the reasons for the Balfour's 


profitability is the fact 
that the work load is 
geared to the industrial back- 
ground of the area. As Miss 
Duncan pointed out: ‘We are 
in a very heavy industrial 


area and you cant expect a 
docker who has got a life time 
of heavy work behind him, 
happily sitting at basket work 
after losing his legs in, an 
accident. He wants to be doing 
something industrial and he 


Cont. on Page 10 


WENDY Spillett, 20, and Carol Cole, 26, work on one 
of the Centre’s standard jobs—packing gauze swabs for 
hospital use. Carol has been at the Balfour Centre since 
it opened, and is very happy there. 


PAMELA Duncan, deputy manager, chats with Clive 
Willis, a spastic who has been at the centre three years. 
‘I had no self-confidence at all when I came here—the 
oe has really got me on muy fret, said Clive. 


Local authority work centre finds 
joint strength in mixed handicaps 


NON-CONTRIBUTORY INVALIDITY PENSION. 


MARRIED WOMEN 


CAN NOW CLAIM 


‘SICK OR DISABLED | 


THIS NEW BENEFIT. 


From November 17th, married women 
who are unable to do their housework will be 
able to get Non-Contributory Invalidity Pension 


of £10.50 a week. 


You have to be under 60 and be 
incapable of normal household duties and 


paid work. 


You do not need to have made any 
national insurance contributions. 

For full details send for leaflet and claim 
form NI.214, or get one from your local Social 


Security Office. 


ON-CONT RIBUTORY INVALIDITY 
on FOR MAnED Midge Miah 


: £10. SOAWEEK FROM NOVEMBER. 
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APPLY NOW. 
To: HNGIP Unit (N9), DHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY5 3TA. 


Please send leaflet NI.2)4 which explains Non-Contributory 
Invalidity Pension for married women in detail and contains ; 
aclaim form. 
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ome and 
try says 
Simon 


SIMON Hawkins, 11, a 
pupil of the Society’s 
Craig-y-Parc School, is pic- 
tured after passing his 
cycling proficiency. test 
with flying colours. Simon,’ | 
. who took the test while at | 
his home at Woking, 
Surrey, has only limited use 
in his legs. Mr Roy Lum- 
ley, Woking’s accident pre- 
vention officer, paid tribute 
to Simon’s determination 
in passing the test. 
Comment¢d Simon him- 
self: ‘My advice to other 
children like me is to come 
and try.’ 
Picture by: Woking News. 


THE Open University 
Students’ Association — is 
planning an exciting pro- 
gramme of study tours in 
1978 for mixed-ability 
groups of disabled and 
able-bodied students. 

In March there will be a 
fortnight’s visit to Italy with 
one week in Florence and a 
week in Rome, This will in- 
clude 12 handicapped’ students 
with 15 or 17. helpers. Hotel 
accommodation will be = in 
double rooms, mostly with own 


bathrooms. Lifts will be of 
adequate size to take normai 
wheelchairs, Bed and _ break- 


fast is provided and other 
meals will be taken outside the 
hotel. A. full programme of 
cultural visits will be arranged 
for each day, some evening 


seminars will be held and it’ is | 


hoped.that there will be oppor- 
tunities to. meet Italians and 
see something. of the Italian. 


— And explore 
access in 
Rome 


ON. a previous OUSA mixed’ 
physical abilities study tour to 
Rome, disabled students and 


their helpers compiled: a use- © 


ful access guide to accommo- 
dation, transport, 


places’ of cultural interest, Its 
purpose is to supplement the 
conventional guide books with 
information about some of the 
places’ which the .compilers 
know from experience can be 
visited by a handicapped 
person, 

Useful sections include “Loos 
we have known and loved,” 
really comprehensive advice on 
getting a wheelchair into the 
major  galleries,. ‘churches, 
museums and archaeological 
sites and details of the various 
types of eating places to be 
found in Rome, __ 

There are also useful hints 
about air travel to and from 
Rome’s Fiumicino Airport. 

‘Access in Rome’. costs 25p 
and is available from OUSA, 


Sherwood “House, Sherwood. 
Drive, Bletchley, Milton 
Keynes. MK3 6HN. 
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FREE LOAN OF 
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Tel: 021-773 4019 
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Something new 


shops, { 
restaurants and the principal . 


— ‘ 


The fortnight will 
£200 


way of life. 
probably cost between 
and £250. 

In May a group of 20, 
including six handicapped 
people, will visit Russia, stay- 
ing for a week in a first-class 
Moscow hotel. There wiil be 
theatre visits, a tour of Ark- 
hangelskaye and a full day on 
the Leo Tolstoy Estate. The 
cost will be approximately 
£240, including return air fare, 
full board at hotel, insurance, 
theatre tickets; museum 
entrance, etc. 

The third visit will be a two- 
centre study tour to Turkey, 
based -on. Istanbul and Izmir, 


Cont. from Page 9 


wants to. be working alongside 
his fellows—talking. about the 
previous night’s performance 
by the local football team. 
“We're one step down from 
a sheltered workshop in the 
sense. that;~ in a sheltered 


workshop run by local authori- 
ties; employees. have to work 


DORIS Stanley works 
away at the most fragrant 
of contracts—jasmin, mag- 
nolia, sandalwood and 
carnation are just a few 
of the perfumed herbs 
sealed into sachets for the 
gilt trade. 


pescovehinee 


PREGNANCY 
TESTING 


British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitable Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 1461 
Bournemouth 02016 77720 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 
Chester 
Glasgow 
Leeds 
Liverpool 
London 
Mancheste) 
Sheffield 


051-227 3721 
01-222 0985 
061-236 7777 
0742 738326 
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Why not make a point of seeing us at 
stands 8 to 12 at the Naidex Fair from 


November 9 to 12, 
Horticultural 


Royal 


1977, 
Society’s 


at. the 
Hall, 


Vincent Square, London SWI, 


CARE 


Rehab Inyacare Ltd, ysogu | Road, Bridgend, Mid Glam. Tel: 0656 56727 


et 
4.2 
chy i 


SN Novl] 


“before coming to the 


probably from mid-August to 
September. The six or eight 
handicapped students will 
travel by air to stay for three 
weeks, joining the rest of the 
party who will travel by road, 
to be away for five weeks. The 
programme will take account 
of a wide range of ‘interests 
and relevamt OU courses. 
There will be opportunities 
to sample Turkish hospitality 
in addition to visiting galleries, 
museums, factories, archae- 
logical sites and the ancient 
Greek cities on the coast. 


All ‘handicapped _ travellers 
will have assistance when 
needed but as this tour is 


a 40 hour week and come, and 
go under their own steam. 
Our people come: by Invacar 
or by our ambulance from all 
over the Medway Towns, and 
they come. perhaps just one or 
two days a week. If they 
couldn’t come here they’d 
have no alternative but to. sit 
at home and look at the wall- 
paper.’ 

Miss Duncan. stresses that 
the wide range of disabilities 
means that much more can be 
done than in situations where 
there is a very limited amount 
of - physical ability with 
victims of a single handicap. 

‘We've had just about every 
condition known*come here— 
some of them so rare that 
they’ve sent me hurrying to my 
text books,’ said Miss Duncan, 


who was an. occupational 
therapist in- hospital and 
industry for the disabled 


Bal- 
‘I thought in terms of 
when I 


four. 


crafts started, but 


Disabled students off to Russia 


something of a pioneering 
venture it is likely to be more 
suitable for the younger, fitier 
disabled. There will be heavy 
demands on _ adaptability, 
resilience and a_ sense of 
humour, 

On, the Italian and Turkish 
tours, the special OUSA coach 
will be used. ‘This is.2 con- 
verted single-decker diesel bus, 
given by an anonymous donor 
and adapted by = staff and 
students. of the Middlesex 


Polytechnic; with advice from. 


London Transport and Ley- 
lands. The coach now has a 
hydraulic lift, an / internal 


“ramp, safety harness for wheel- 


Joint strength in mixed handicaps” | 


all that’s changed. As it is: 
some of the men may’ be doing 
work which the girls on the 
shop floor did at their previous 
place before their accident. 
but at least they're away from 
the solely feminine care scene. 
They've had enough of that in 
hospital and then at home. 
Here they. are among other 
men. 

“People ‘might criticise us 
about mundane work. but it is 
no more repetitive than the 
shop floor of a car factory, 
and one thing I discovered 
convalescing from an opera- 
tion—when you're not physi- 
cally very well you don’t want 
a job you have to concentrate 
on the whole time. We tried 
finding jobs that were stimu- 
lating and challenging but they 
were too exhausting for those 


~ who were ill.’ 


Life at the Balfour is not 
all work, a hairdresser comes 
in twice a week, and there is 
a bath for those who are 


SENIOR supervisor Mary Sherwin with John Woodcock 


who assembles chain saw 
varied jobs at the centre. 


guards, just one of the many 
More chain saws are ruined 


by being left in long grass and run over bya tractor than 


by actual wear. 


Easi-grip and 
_ training Scissors 


2 decade ago. 


_ Nordoft Music Therapy 


NOVEMBER 1977, 


chairs and a built-in lavatory, — 
When conversion is completed — 
the coach will accommodate — 
12 to 15 occupied wheelchairs 
and 18 seated-helpers, plus th 
drivers. 

The 1978 study tours will} 
open to non-OU students if 
the available places are ni 
taken up, but it is. stressed | 
that the holidays are designe¢ 
principally for those interested 
in art, history, architectig 
etc. 

For further details — 
contact Valerie Saunder 
OUSA, Sherwood House, Sher. 
wood Drive, Milton Key 
MK3 6HN. 


unable to manage on thei S 


own at home. oe 
There is also a consta tt: 
stream of visitors from over- 
seas to see for themselves ie 
how well Balfour works. me 
lot of them are in the medical \ 
or rehabilitation field and they 
are always. surprised and 
amazed at how well we get on Pd 


te 


4 
= 
—but then it is the mixture of EL 3 


handicaps that is our strength, 
she said. 


LEN Webster has been th 
Balfour Centre’s manager 
since it opened. nearly a 


y 


~ Offers 


_ and wanted 


FOR sale: Wessex’ Stair Lite, 
Secondhand. — Contact Mrs — 
Goodwin, Fair Meadow, Brox- — 
mead Lane, Cuckfield,’ Hay- 
wards Heath, West Sussex. Tel 
Haywards Heath 54895. 


THERAPY in music for handi ie 
capped children. Weekend = 
courses in Central London, ; 
January 28-29 and March> 1l- ~ 
12. 1978.—Details from Miss fi. 
S. Beresford-Peirse, LRAM, 

LGSM(MT), . Director 


“Goldie Leigh. Hospital, 
- Wood, eee ed (SE TAX. Tel 
- O1- 311. 0712. a7 


GENTLEMAN, t atghiine 
abled, living in: Blackpool 3 
able to get. around, 1S), 
for lady, 35-45, with a yi 
true friendship ' and Inarriag 
All letters answered.—K. 
neth Warner, c/o 20 Pede 
Lane, St Anne’s Road, Bia 
pool, 


CHAIRMOBILE, “as new, 
to anyone who would be able 
to use it—Phone Slough 4328 


PETA 
Toolcraft 
Limited 


8 Landra Gardens, 
Grange Park, 
London, NE1 


NAIDEX 
STAND 84 

or write for 
new illustrated 
catalogue: 
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DAVID and Joan Crowe, 


NOVEMBER 1977 


£10,000 prizewinner 


of Dalby, Isle of Man, had 
planned a quiet celebra- 
tion for their third wedding 
anniversary, until Spastics 
Pool area _ representative 
Laurie Watterson § called 


oo 


COUNTRY and Westem 
singer, Barbara Fairchild 
hands over the keys to a 
new British Leyland Mini 
1000 cc to Mr Victor 


Griffin during the Don 
Williams Country and 


upon David at work to tell 


Bey 


him that he had won the 
first dividend prize of 
£10,000. 

Our picture shows David 


(right) being congratulated 
by Laurie. 


Western Show at the Ritz 
Cinema, Belfast. 


Mr Griffin, of Wood- 
stock Road, Belfast, was 
one of five, first prizewin- 
ners in a national compe- 
tition for supporters of the 
Spastics Pool. 


AMESBURY CS 
WALKING AID 


Designed to teach 
children to walk 
through all stages 
of development. 
Fully adjustable. 
Made in two sizes. 


Send for details on 
this range and other 
products. 

Please ref SN97. 


One of many 
Amesbury products 
now available from 


18 Appleford Drive, Abingdon 
Oxon. Tel: (0235) 21307/28120 
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‘Cross Ball’ is coming 
—hy popular request 


A ‘SPOT the Ball’ compe- 
tition offering a total of 
£10,000 in prizes with a 
first prize of £5,000 will be 
launched shortly as an 
exclusive to supporters of 
the Spastics Pool. To be 
called ‘Cross Ball,’ the 


new competition will be 
featured on the bulletin. 
A major attraction will be 


Two hit 
national 
bullseye 


JUDY Campbell. of The 
Riddell Arms, Carlton In 
Lindrick, Worksop, and 
Mal Lazenby, of The 
Gamecock Inn, Bramley, 
Leeds, won the 1977 
Spastics Pool Nationwide 
Individual Darts Cham- 
pionships at Duporth Holi- 
day Centre, Cornwall. 

Both received a cheque for 
£100 and a Thomson holiday 
for two at the Santa Lucia 
Hotel, Majorca. A total of 16 
regional champions, eight men 
and eight women, reached the 
final stages of the tournament. 

Judy Campbell, a nurse, de- 
feated Peggy Donovan, of The 
Criterion, Bristol, in the final. 

Mal Lazenby has been play- 
ing top competition darts for 
10 years and he had to fall 
back on all of that experience 
to defeat John Ward, of Deer- 
ness Valley Hotel, Bishop 
Auckland, in the keenly con- 
tested final. 


that every member of the 
Spastics Pool automatically 
qualifies for 10 free crosses for 
each membership card held. 
Additional entries can be sub- 
mitted on a paid basis, for 
example, 10 crosses for a 10p 
stake, 

Said John Gardiner, Divi- 
dénds Executive: ‘Spot the Ball 
competitions have’ proved ex- 
tremely popular in recent years 
and the introduction of this 


type of competition has been 


Picture shows Geofirey 
Arter, right, Director, Top 
Ten Promotions. Ltd, pre- 
senting champion Mal 
Lazenby with the Spastics 
Pool Nationwide Indi- 
vidual Championship 
Trophy and a cheque for 
£100. 


Holiday of a lifetime 


WHEN. Brian and Doreen 
Simmons, of Fern Close, 
Atherton, Manchester, com- 
pleted their entries for a 
Charm. Girl competition 
featured on the weekly bulle- 
tin they hoped that they might 
be lucky and win a prize. 
Imagine their surprise when at 
a presentation at the Piccadilly 
Hotel, Manchester, they 
received tickets from Gordon 
Clark, general manager of 
Thomson Holidays, for a two- 
week holiday in Barbados. 
Doreen was quick to point 
out that it was her entry that 
won the first prize and that 


their trip to the West Indies 
was truly a holiday of a hfe- 
time. ‘We stayed at the Bar- 
bados Beach Village set in 
tropical gardens which sloped 
down to the crystal clear sea,’ 
enthused the happy. couple. 
‘We shall never forget the 
atmosphere and in particular 
those steel bands and rum 
punches,’ they added with a 
smile. 

Doreen, who is a shorthand 
typist, and Brian, who is a 
welder, have only travelled 
abroad once before and that 
was 15 years ago when they 
visited Switzerland. 


J. R. ADAMS 


suggested by members.’ 

He continued: ‘The. unique 
feature of 10 free entries for 
each membership card must 
make. this new benefit attrac- 
tive to our members.’ 

Charity will also benefit: 
10 per cent of the revenue 
received from additional paid 
entries will be set aside to 
support local registered chari- 
ties with their efforts to pur- 
chase minibuses for the 
disabled, 
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News about : 


_ the 
Spastics Pool 


PLEAS 


A SPASTICS Pool cheque 
for £1,428.58 for Mrs M. 
Scofield, of Sandcliffe 
Road, Grantham, pre- 
sented during a dance at 
MARCO’s Social Club, 
Grantham. 


WOULD you like to be 
among the Spastics 
- Pool prizewinners? No 
chance unless you 
belong to the Pool. 
which not only offers 
exciting prizes to mem- 


bers, but raises a large 
income for The Spastics 
Society. Details of mem- 
bership from the Spas- 
tics Pool, PO Box No 
215, 104 Stokes Croft. 
Bristol BS99 7OX. 


New voice for disabled 


in West Midlands 


A WEST Midlands Council for 
the Disabled has been set up 
to study the problems of the 
disabled in the county and to 


put forward ideas on ways of 
helping them lead fulfilling 
lives. 

The new council, which held 
its inaugural meeting in Octo- 
ber in Birmingham, is a volun- 
tary body whose members 
come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. They include 
individuals who are themselves 
disabled, as well as others 
from statutory and voluntary 
organisations concerned with 
disablement. 


The council’s main aims will 
be to find out whether the dis- 
abled are receiving the kind 
of assistance they need and to 
pinpoint gaps in services and 
facilities currently provided. 
Members will also seek to co- 
ordinate the activities of the 
many official and charitable 


the run of 
the house 


If for any reason you have problems 


agencies with responsibility for 
or an interest im the disabled. 

The founders of the new 
council, which will rely on 
voluntarily subscribed funds, 
believe that although in theory 
there may be adequate sup- 
port available for the disabled, 
lack of a ‘comprehensive view’ 
of the problems of disable- 
ment may often prevent indi- 
viduals from obtaining the 
right kind of help. The coun- 
cil hopes to promote a greater 
understanding ef the total 
picture by the diverse organi- 
sations involved and in this 
way to achieve a more ctlec- 
tive service for the disabled. 

In the immediate future the 
council plans to increase its 
membership, to sponsor semin- 
are on relevant topics and to 
set up a number of fact find- 
ing projects, including a 
review of available‘ residential 
accommodation for the dis- 
abled in the area. 


(Newcastle) Ltd 


getting up and down stairs, the Dooley 
Stairlift can start a new way of living. 


it can be used by anyone with ease, 

or the stairs can be used in the normal 
way. 

With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric’ mechanism you'd 
hardiy know it was there. 


TYME MUSIC LTD 


Specialists in 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


Guitar and Amplification 
for Professionals and 
Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


Installation is quick and convenient, The 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 

13 years ago — our experience ensures 
@ superior product, 


FISHER STREET 
WALKER 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 


Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2/3 


*% Department of Education Members welcomed 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Tel : Hemel Hempstead 65322 


doole 


For details telephone 

(0262) 77447, or write to 

Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, Bridtington, » 
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12. SPAadi1iCS NEWS 


ONE of the best 
gatherings for years. 
That was how the 
“majority of delegates 
interviewed by Spas- 


tics News described 

the Annual General 

Meeting of The Spas- 

iy tics Society on Octo- 
ber 15. | 

And there was 

plenty of. praise’ for 

guest speaker Lord 

Goodman. | 


It seems that the 

ss thorny problems — of 
education and employ- 
— * — ment are still the major 
topics of interest to 
7. the hundreds 
ve people who flocked 
i _ from ail. parts of the 
: country to attend the 


AGM at the Royal ) 
College of Surgeons i in. 


London. 
Criticisms 

» But delegates were 
Bet not without their 
criticisms. 

There were accusa- 
. tions of unfair repre- 
= sentation on the 


is Executive Council, a 
_-—s charge that the meet- 


ing had been used as 


S a political platform, 
& ‘and a suggestion that 
- speakers had been 
over optimistic about 
the future prospects 
for handicapped 
people. 


And because the 
Society. is a demo- 
“si cratic organisation 
which has always 
__._welcomed constructive 
ag criticism as well as 
a praise, we report the 
'-—s sharp = comments _ as 
well as =the compli- 
laa mentary bouquets in 
= = answer to our qués- 
tion, ‘What did you 
think of the AGM?’ 
ea Fair’s fair, though. 
- « The majority of people 
- found the AGM both 
% stimulating and enjoy- 
oe, able, and were looking 
7a forward to next year. | 


ef 


MR Don Loveless has been 
involyed with the Dorset 
Spastics Society for 15 
years. ‘I thoroughly en- 
joyed this year’s confer- 
ence,’ he said. ‘More from 
the point of view of meet- 
ing old friends, and 
exchanging ideas than any- 
thing else. 
‘Without meetings of © this 
kind, with “people attending 
fronry all over the country, 
there would be a danger that 
groups could become parochial 
‘in their outlooks. 
‘By coming here we can hear 
about other. people’s 
-lems, find out what they are 
thinking, and exchange views.’ 


MRS __ Doris 
attending the conference as 


Witts was 
a representative of the 
Health Visitors Associa- 
tion. 

‘Naturally I was interested 
in the medical aspects more 
than anything else,’ she said. 
‘Such things as the steps a 


‘mother can take to cut down 


the risk of giving birth to a 
spastic child, 

‘IT would be particularly 
interested to know about the 
advantages of being able to 


examine a foetus by sonic 
waves. 
‘This is a fairly new 


technique, and I am interested 
to find out if it can be used to 
detect physical handicap in an 
unborn child, or to assist in 
prevention,’ 


EA Published by The Spastics 
be. i Society. 
Editor: Sheila Jenner. 
Editorial office: The Spas- 
be hi tics Society, 12 Park 
oe Crescent, London WIN 
cS 4EQ. Tel: 01-636 5020. 
B Advertising representative: 
‘e Renee MacNeill, — 86 
hg York Street, London 


W1H IDP. Tel: 01-723 
4004. 

Printed by F. J. Par- 
sons, Observer Buildings, 


ss Cambridge Road, Hast- 
«ab ARSE, shy 


SNE SPASTICS NEWS 


tt ig ee 


A  RECREATIONS © course 
which was to have been held 
for spastic people at Nelson 
and Colne College, Lancashire, 
has been cancelled due to Jack 
of support, and a dearth of 
suitable overnight accommoda- 
tion in the area. 


However, tutors and helpers 
from the college are prepared 


‘to visit homebound people to 


give tuition in academic sub- 
jects or leisure pursuits. The 
Collegé also welcomes  dis- 
abled people on its courses and 
is always pleased to offer them 
the use of its facilities. 

David Branch, the Society’s 


Recreations Officer for the 
North. hopes to organise 
another recreations. course 


prob-— 


ee a od 
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MRS Margaret Cooper, of 
the Lowestoft  Spastics 
Society, attended the AGM 


with her husband, who is. . 


Chairman of his ino 62 
Club. 


She was most interested in 
educational matters raised at 
the meeting, 


‘In particular I> was con- 
cerned about the integration of 
handicapped children —_ into 
ordinary schools, she said. 
‘In the long term I think this 
will be a good thing, but it’s 
going to take time. 

‘Most schools are just . not 
geared to accepting them, and 
in the. current economic 
chmate they are not going to 
get money for lifts, ramps and 
SO on. 

‘T think the AGM has gone 
very well, and provided an 
excellent forum for discussion 
on Unportant matters such as 
education.’ 


‘AN excellent conference.’ 
That was fhe opinion of 
Mr John Coates, of the 
East Sussex group. ‘Lord 
Goodman was particularly 
impressive. He touched on 
some yery pertinent points. 

‘And the Chairman’s report 
gave us plenty of encourage- 
ment. 

‘I thought that this confer- 
ence was better than many of 
those we've had in recent 
years. It had much more of 
a local approach, It embraced 
the groups as well as_ the 
national Society.’. 


FOR Mr Tom Corben, 
retired secretary of the 
Portsmouth and_ District 
Spastics Society, this year’s 
AGM will be. the last he 
will attend. 

‘I thought it was a suecess- 
ful. conference,’ he said, ‘An 
improvement on recent years. 

‘The speakers. were better for 
a start. And the questions 
raised were most interesting 
and helpful. 

‘Mind you, 
man’s vision of the future 

ras much more _ optimistic 
than mine,, He said socicty 
was moving into a. more 
enlightened age. I’m not so 
sure this is truc. 

‘With unemployment. on the 
increase, [ think handicapped 
people are in. for a tougher 
time.’ 


RICHARD Gamble is an 
executive member of the 
Basingstoke Spastics 
Society, where his father is 
chairman. 


‘The annual meeting pro- 
vides an excellent opportunity 
fo get everything into pers- 
pective,’ he said. ‘It gives you 
a chance to find out how the 
Executive Committee is think- 
ing and working, and to find 
out what other local groups 
are doing. 

‘I thought Lord Goodman's 
speech was yery good, 
especially when he spelled out 
the importance of voluntary 
organisations such as The 
Spastics Society. If it wasn’t 
for the Society 1 wouldn’t be 
able to do many of the things 
that I am able to do now,’ 


Lord Good-. 


News in brief... News 


during the next three or four 
months ‘and would like to 
hear from anybody who would 
be interested in attending, 
either as a student or tutor, 


CHELTENHAM Round Table 
has presented £2,000 to Chel- 
tenham and District Spastics 
Association. This money was 
raised at a sponsored walk 
held by the Round Table in 
which 1,500 people took part. 
Of this number, 300 covered 
the whole‘route of 30 miles. 
Thanking the Round Table 
for their gift, Mr C. R. Sharp. 


chairman of the  spastics’ 
group, said that the tablers 


had been supporting his asso- 
ciation for 26 years, 
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Mm prier... 
THANKS te. the Shrop- 
Shire Spastics Society’s 
Swimming Club, polio vic- 
tim Maureen Norton has, 


at the age of 57, taken just 
six weeks to go from being 
an non-swimmer to holder 
of the gruelling bronze per- 
sonal survival medal. 

Mr Ted Cowen, of the 
Shropshire Society, said; 


‘This in an ineredible achieve- 
ment 


PORTSMOUTH and District 
Spastics Society has received 
an anonymous gift of £100 
towards the £30,000 extension 
of its Work Centre, 


- McMullen, 


a What did you think of the AGM? : 


Random round-up of delegates views 


NOVEMBER 1977 
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‘I. WAS particularly im- 
pressed with Lord Good- 
man’s speech,’ said Mr Bob 
Chairman of 
the North London group. 


‘Apart from its humour, [ 


thought that the main point he» 


brought out. was that the 
greatest attribute required for 
the care of the handicapped 
was compassion. The ability 
to care about people. 
‘Without that we shouldn't 
be involved in the care of 


handicapped people. 

‘I think this year’s confer- 
ence was excellent, with many 
interesting points raised and 
some lively discussion. | > 


‘THE main thing to have 
come out of this conference 
as far as I’m concerned, 
said Mrs Phyllis Pigott, of 
the Retford and Worksop 
group, ‘is that the Society 
makes virtually no pro- 
vision for adult spastics, 
who have not had a formal 
education. 

‘These are the people who 
are missing out. Nothing is 
being done for them. 

‘ve spent a lot of time 
talking to various people at 
this AGM, and it seems to me 
that just about every other 
area of need is covered. “ 

‘But for the young adult 
with no formal education, 
there is nothing. We haven't 


even got a day centre in our 
areal 


es 


‘THIS is the first AGM I 


have attended and I was_ 


not very impressed,’ said 
Mrs Blodwen Ellis, Chair- 
man of the Retford and 
Worksop Spastics Society 
in Nottinghamshire. 

‘I thought members of the 
Executive Council avoided 
questions which upset or 
embarrassed them. Or if they 
did give an answer it was 
very reactionary, she alleged. 

‘I thought it. was disgrace- 
ful that a written question 
challenging the constitution of 
the executive should have got 
lost. - think this whole 
question. of regional repre- 
sentation needs to be closely 
looked at. 


‘It seems wrong to me that 


‘BASICALLY | 


‘I ENJOYED this AGM 
more than last year’s, said 
Elaine Roberts, of Car. 
marthenshire Spastic and 
Disabled Persons Society, 


i | 


‘I found that many of the 
questions raised were about 
things that really interest — 
me—such as education, 


the ‘control of the Department 
of Education. OES 


‘But I think it’s: wrong that 
they should just be tossed asid 
when they reach the age of. 16, 
and teld to get on with th 
lives by themselves. ; 
government should make much 
more provision for youngster 
alter they’ve reached schoo 
leaving age.’ 


it was a 
very good conference,’ said 
Mr Ron Edwards, Chair« 
man of Rawmarsh Spastics — 
Society, from near Rother- 
ham, Yorkshire. oo 
‘But I had always under- — 
stood that ‘The Spastics Society — 
was not a politically minded — 
organisation. And that poli-— 
tics were never brought up al — 
meetings of this kind. , 
‘However at least two of the : 
speakers brought polities into 
it. I disliked that very much, — 


‘Otherwise it was a yery 
good meeting. 


some Regions are just 


represented on fhe Counei Cs 
at athe is er 


~~) 
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